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By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

The Alabama Legislature, in its most recent session, passed the Irrigation Incentives Bill, providing a state income tax credit of 20 percent of the costs of the purchase and installation of irrigation systems. 
The bill also allows the tax credit on the development of irrigation reservoirs and water wells, in addition to the conversion of fuel-powered systems to electric power.The legislation, signed into law in May by Gov. Robert Bentley, provides a one-time credit, which cannot exceed $10,000 per taxpayer. The credit must be taken in the year in which the equipment or reservoirs are placed into service.The Alabama Department of Revenue will oversee implementation of the credit and coordinate efforts with the Alabama State Soil and Water Conservation Committee.While the incentive is welcome news for farmers, the entire state will benefit from the new law, says Richard McNider, University of Alabama at Huntsville professor and chairman of the Alabama Universities Irrigation Initiative.

Herbicide resistance has greatlychanged cotton weed control
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

Farmers many times get the bad rap 
that they’re resistant to change, but that’s not true, especially when their sur-vival depends upon it.

Surveys conducted by the University of Georgia reveal that monumental changes have occurred in a relatively short amount of time as it relates to cotton weed control practices in response to glyphosate-resis-tant Palmer amaranth pigweed. 
During this same time, the cost of weed control in cotton production has roughly doubled.
Based on conservative estimates gath-ered by UGA researchers, approximately 50 percent of upland cotton in the United States is infested with glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth. This resistance developed 

A UNIVERSITY OF Georgia grower and county Extension agent survey reveals substantial changes in weed control practices in response to the development of glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth pigweed. 

Alabama growers to receive taxincentive for installing irrigation

(See Survey, Page 6)

(See Alabama, Page 2)

App technology
helps gin track
cotton modules
By Roy Roberson
Farm Press Editorial Staff
rroberson@farmpress.com

These days it seems there is an app 
for most everything and modern 

day agriculture is no different. For sure 
with cotton: There’s an app for that!

As Emporia, Va., cotton ginner 
Mark Hodges and his wife Karan found 
out last year, an app for tracking cot-
ton modules can make life a little easier 
around the gin come fall picking time.

During the fall of the year things get 
so busy at Mid-Atlantic cotton gin that 
Mark and Karan stay on-site at the gin 
in a travel trailer, rather than making 
the 25 mile trip each way to and from 
their home. 

Karan, who is office manager for the 
gin, says as she was paying bills last year a 
flyer for a new cell phone app caught her 
eye. The bill was from EWR, the compa-
ny that provides Mid-Atlantic’s eCotton-
brand gin software and a service called 
CottonHost, a website that provides re-
porting of gin data to farmers.

 “Normally that kind of paper goes 
straight to the trash can, but something 
about it caught my eye — just serendip-
ity, I guess. After reading it, I knew I had 
the perfect candidate to give the smart 
phone-based program a test,” she recalls.

The guinea pig for the smart phone 
app for cotton is Mark and Karan’s son, 
Jason, who now farms nearly 1,000 
acres of cotton in nearby Drewryville, 
Va. Jason, who worked at the gin prior 
to starting his own farming operation 
a few years back, took the new app and 
put it to use tracking his modules.

(See Cotton, Page 14)
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Precision agriculture helps 
cotton growers control costs

MORE THAN 100 young farmers from 16 states converge on Cotton In-
corporated headquarters in Cary, N.C,. on June 16 for the annual Young 
Guns Tour. The tour was organized by the Cotton Board to give the 
young farmers a better understanding of the cotton research and pro-
motion program that is conducted by Cotton Incorporated and funded 
by their check-off dollars.

By John Hart
Farm Press Editorial Staff
john.hart@penton.com

Global cotton yields are going “up and 
up and up,” but at the same time 

production costs are going in the same 
direction, presenting one of the biggest 
challenges facing U.S. farmers, according 
to Kater Hake, vice-president of agricul-
tural research for Cotton Incorporated.

“It takes a concentrated effort by grow-
ers to do everything possible to maintain 
input costs,” Hake said.

Speaking at the Young Guns Cot-
ton Tour held in Raleigh, N.C. , in mid-
June, Hake said the good news for U.S. 
farmers is that they can utilize precision 
agriculture, which goes a long way in 
controlling costs. Precision agriculture, 
conservation-tillage and integrated pest 
management are “flagship” cost control 
programs for U.S. cotton farmers, ac-
cording to Hake.

“This gives you a real competitive 
advantage over the rest of the world be-
cause you can do precision everything,” 
Hake said. “You’ve learned how to apply 
product on a precision basis so you don’t 
waste product when you don’t need it. 
And you focus where you get the biggest 
bang for the buck. That’s a huge advan-
tage that you have.”

Beginning in the 1990s, farmers began 
customizing their production practices on 
a field-by-field basis. “Now that we have 
precision agriculture, you have the ability 
to customize production practices for each 
part of the field and each zone. And each 
zone is getting smaller and smaller. That’s a 
huge advantage you have,” Hake noted.

Cotton breeders are beginning to de-
velop stress tolerant varieties, thanks to 
remote sensors that allow them to mea-
sure how hot a plot is, how tall the plant 
is, or how fast the plant grows. 

(See Precision, Page 7)

Alabama playing
catch-up in crop
irrigation
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

The states of Alabama and Georgia of-
fer a study in contrast when it comes 

to irrigated cropland. 
It’s estimated that between 50 to 60 

percent or more of Georgia’s farmland 
is currently irrigated, the result of a pro-
gressive expansion that has occurred in 
recent decades. 

However, only about 150,000 acres are 
irrigated in Alabama, a number that defi-
nitely ranks it high on the list of “under-
irrigated” states.

But there are rumblings of change in 
Alabama. A state tax incentive from a 
couple of years ago is believed to have 
spurred some modest growth in irrigated 
cropland, and farmers appear to be more 
interested now in insuring themselves 
against the calamity of drought.

If there’s an advantage in Alabama’s ir-
rigation deficit, it’s that the state can look 
to its neighbors such as Georgia and learn 
from their mistakes, especially in the area 
of restrictions and regulations, which 
continue to evolve in most of the South-
eastern United States.

“Alabama should take advantage both 
of the mistakes and progress of neighbor-

(See Alabama, Page 8)

Planting date
often sets stage
for peanut diseases
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

A cooler, rain-soaked spring in parts of 
the Southeast pushed peanut plant-

ing dates later than usual, a factor which 
can impact the type and incidence of dis-
ease growers experience throughout the 
remainder of the season.

“Planting dates definitely make a dif-
ference in peanut diseases, both in the 
type of disease you have and the pres-
sure,” says Austin Hagan, Auburn Uni-
versity Extension plant pathologist.

If you plant early, you’ll have less 
leafspot and less rust pressure, says 
Hagan. 

But if you have a field with a history 
of white mold disease, you’ll have more 
disease pressure when you plant from 
late April to the first of May. There’s also 
a higher risk of tomato spotted wilt virus, 
he adds, but with current varieties, the 
disease pressure to date is minimal, even 
in mid-April planted peanuts. 

“The later you plant, the more leafspot 
will intensify. Also, the later you plant, 

(See Weather, Page 6)
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The Alabama Legislature, in its most recent session, passed the Irrigation Incentives Bill, providing a state income tax credit of 20 percent of the costs of the purchase and installation of irrigation systems. 
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Herbicide resistance has greatlychanged cotton weed control
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

Farmers many times get the bad rap 
that they’re resistant to change, but that’s not true, especially when their sur-vival depends upon it.

Surveys conducted by the University of Georgia reveal that monumental changes have occurred in a relatively short amount of time as it relates to cotton weed control practices in response to glyphosate-resis-tant Palmer amaranth pigweed. 
During this same time, the cost of weed control in cotton production has roughly doubled.
Based on conservative estimates gath-ered by UGA researchers, approximately 50 percent of upland cotton in the United States is infested with glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth. This resistance developed 

A UNIVERSITY OF Georgia grower and county Extension agent survey reveals substantial changes in weed control practices in response to the development of glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth pigweed. 

Alabama growers to receive taxincentive for installing irrigation

(See Survey, Page 6)

(See Alabama, Page 2)

App technology
helps gin track
cotton modules
By Roy Roberson
Farm Press Editorial Staff
rroberson@farmpress.com

These days it seems there is an app 
for most everything and modern 

day agriculture is no different. For sure 
with cotton: There’s an app for that!

As Emporia, Va., cotton ginner 
Mark Hodges and his wife Karan found 
out last year, an app for tracking cot-
ton modules can make life a little easier 
around the gin come fall picking time.

During the fall of the year things get 
so busy at Mid-Atlantic cotton gin that 
Mark and Karan stay on-site at the gin 
in a travel trailer, rather than making 
the 25 mile trip each way to and from 
their home. 

Karan, who is office manager for the 
gin, says as she was paying bills last year a 
flyer for a new cell phone app caught her 
eye. The bill was from EWR, the compa-
ny that provides Mid-Atlantic’s eCotton-
brand gin software and a service called 
CottonHost, a website that provides re-
porting of gin data to farmers.

 “Normally that kind of paper goes 
straight to the trash can, but something 
about it caught my eye — just serendip-
ity, I guess. After reading it, I knew I had 
the perfect candidate to give the smart 
phone-based program a test,” she recalls.

The guinea pig for the smart phone 
app for cotton is Mark and Karan’s son, 
Jason, who now farms nearly 1,000 
acres of cotton in nearby Drewryville, 
Va. Jason, who worked at the gin prior 
to starting his own farming operation 
a few years back, took the new app and 
put it to use tracking his modules.

(See Cotton, Page 14)
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Precision agriculture helps 
cotton growers control costs

MORE THAN 100 young farmers from 16 states converge on Cotton In-
corporated headquarters in Cary, N.C,. on June 16 for the annual Young 
Guns Tour. The tour was organized by the Cotton Board to give the 
young farmers a better understanding of the cotton research and pro-
motion program that is conducted by Cotton Incorporated and funded 
by their check-off dollars.

By John Hart
Farm Press Editorial Staff
john.hart@penton.com

Global cotton yields are going “up and 
up and up,” but at the same time 

production costs are going in the same 
direction, presenting one of the biggest 
challenges facing U.S. farmers, according 
to Kater Hake, vice-president of agricul-
tural research for Cotton Incorporated.

“It takes a concentrated effort by grow-
ers to do everything possible to maintain 
input costs,” Hake said.

Speaking at the Young Guns Cot-
ton Tour held in Raleigh, N.C. , in mid-
June, Hake said the good news for U.S. 
farmers is that they can utilize precision 
agriculture, which goes a long way in 
controlling costs. Precision agriculture, 
conservation-tillage and integrated pest 
management are “flagship” cost control 
programs for U.S. cotton farmers, ac-
cording to Hake.

“This gives you a real competitive 
advantage over the rest of the world be-
cause you can do precision everything,” 
Hake said. “You’ve learned how to apply 
product on a precision basis so you don’t 
waste product when you don’t need it. 
And you focus where you get the biggest 
bang for the buck. That’s a huge advan-
tage that you have.”

Beginning in the 1990s, farmers began 
customizing their production practices on 
a field-by-field basis. “Now that we have 
precision agriculture, you have the ability 
to customize production practices for each 
part of the field and each zone. And each 
zone is getting smaller and smaller. That’s a 
huge advantage you have,” Hake noted.

Cotton breeders are beginning to de-
velop stress tolerant varieties, thanks to 
remote sensors that allow them to mea-
sure how hot a plot is, how tall the plant 
is, or how fast the plant grows. 

(See Precision, Page 7)

Alabama playing
catch-up in crop
irrigation
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

The states of Alabama and Georgia of-
fer a study in contrast when it comes 

to irrigated cropland. 
It’s estimated that between 50 to 60 

percent or more of Georgia’s farmland 
is currently irrigated, the result of a pro-
gressive expansion that has occurred in 
recent decades. 

However, only about 150,000 acres are 
irrigated in Alabama, a number that defi-
nitely ranks it high on the list of “under-
irrigated” states.

But there are rumblings of change in 
Alabama. A state tax incentive from a 
couple of years ago is believed to have 
spurred some modest growth in irrigated 
cropland, and farmers appear to be more 
interested now in insuring themselves 
against the calamity of drought.

If there’s an advantage in Alabama’s ir-
rigation deficit, it’s that the state can look 
to its neighbors such as Georgia and learn 
from their mistakes, especially in the area 
of restrictions and regulations, which 
continue to evolve in most of the South-
eastern United States.

“Alabama should take advantage both 
of the mistakes and progress of neighbor-

(See Alabama, Page 8)

Planting date
often sets stage
for peanut diseases
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

A cooler, rain-soaked spring in parts of 
the Southeast pushed peanut plant-

ing dates later than usual, a factor which 
can impact the type and incidence of dis-
ease growers experience throughout the 
remainder of the season.

“Planting dates definitely make a dif-
ference in peanut diseases, both in the 
type of disease you have and the pres-
sure,” says Austin Hagan, Auburn Uni-
versity Extension plant pathologist.

If you plant early, you’ll have less 
leafspot and less rust pressure, says 
Hagan. 

But if you have a field with a history 
of white mold disease, you’ll have more 
disease pressure when you plant from 
late April to the first of May. There’s also 
a higher risk of tomato spotted wilt virus, 
he adds, but with current varieties, the 
disease pressure to date is minimal, even 
in mid-April planted peanuts. 

“The later you plant, the more leafspot 
will intensify. Also, the later you plant, 

(See Weather, Page 6)
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The Alabama Legislature, in its most recent session, passed the Irrigation Incentives Bill, providing a state income tax credit of 20 percent of the costs of the purchase and installation of irrigation systems. 
The bill also allows the tax credit on the development of irrigation reservoirs and water wells, in addition to the conversion of fuel-powered systems to electric power.The legislation, signed into law in May by Gov. Robert Bentley, provides a one-time credit, which cannot exceed $10,000 per taxpayer. The credit must be taken in the year in which the equipment or reservoirs are placed into service.The Alabama Department of Revenue will oversee implementation of the credit and coordinate efforts with the Alabama State Soil and Water Conservation Committee.While the incentive is welcome news for farmers, the entire state will benefit from the new law, says Richard McNider, University of Alabama at Huntsville professor and chairman of the Alabama Universities Irrigation Initiative.

Herbicide resistance has greatlychanged cotton weed control
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

Farmers many times get the bad rap 
that they’re resistant to change, but that’s not true, especially when their sur-vival depends upon it.

Surveys conducted by the University of Georgia reveal that monumental changes have occurred in a relatively short amount of time as it relates to cotton weed control practices in response to glyphosate-resis-tant Palmer amaranth pigweed. 
During this same time, the cost of weed control in cotton production has roughly doubled.
Based on conservative estimates gath-ered by UGA researchers, approximately 50 percent of upland cotton in the United States is infested with glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth. This resistance developed 

A UNIVERSITY OF Georgia grower and county Extension agent survey reveals substantial changes in weed control practices in response to the development of glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth pigweed. 

Alabama growers to receive taxincentive for installing irrigation

(See Survey, Page 6)

(See Alabama, Page 2)

App technology
helps gin track
cotton modules
By Roy Roberson
Farm Press Editorial Staff
rroberson@farmpress.com

These days it seems there is an app 
for most everything and modern 

day agriculture is no different. For sure 
with cotton: There’s an app for that!

As Emporia, Va., cotton ginner 
Mark Hodges and his wife Karan found 
out last year, an app for tracking cot-
ton modules can make life a little easier 
around the gin come fall picking time.

During the fall of the year things get 
so busy at Mid-Atlantic cotton gin that 
Mark and Karan stay on-site at the gin 
in a travel trailer, rather than making 
the 25 mile trip each way to and from 
their home. 

Karan, who is office manager for the 
gin, says as she was paying bills last year a 
flyer for a new cell phone app caught her 
eye. The bill was from EWR, the compa-
ny that provides Mid-Atlantic’s eCotton-
brand gin software and a service called 
CottonHost, a website that provides re-
porting of gin data to farmers.

 “Normally that kind of paper goes 
straight to the trash can, but something 
about it caught my eye — just serendip-
ity, I guess. After reading it, I knew I had 
the perfect candidate to give the smart 
phone-based program a test,” she recalls.

The guinea pig for the smart phone 
app for cotton is Mark and Karan’s son, 
Jason, who now farms nearly 1,000 
acres of cotton in nearby Drewryville, 
Va. Jason, who worked at the gin prior 
to starting his own farming operation 
a few years back, took the new app and 
put it to use tracking his modules.

(See Cotton, Page 14)
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Precision agriculture helps 
cotton growers control costs

MORE THAN 100 young farmers from 16 states converge on Cotton In-
corporated headquarters in Cary, N.C,. on June 16 for the annual Young 
Guns Tour. The tour was organized by the Cotton Board to give the 
young farmers a better understanding of the cotton research and pro-
motion program that is conducted by Cotton Incorporated and funded 
by their check-off dollars.

By John Hart
Farm Press Editorial Staff
john.hart@penton.com

Global cotton yields are going “up and 
up and up,” but at the same time 

production costs are going in the same 
direction, presenting one of the biggest 
challenges facing U.S. farmers, according 
to Kater Hake, vice-president of agricul-
tural research for Cotton Incorporated.

“It takes a concentrated effort by grow-
ers to do everything possible to maintain 
input costs,” Hake said.

Speaking at the Young Guns Cot-
ton Tour held in Raleigh, N.C. , in mid-
June, Hake said the good news for U.S. 
farmers is that they can utilize precision 
agriculture, which goes a long way in 
controlling costs. Precision agriculture, 
conservation-tillage and integrated pest 
management are “flagship” cost control 
programs for U.S. cotton farmers, ac-
cording to Hake.

“This gives you a real competitive 
advantage over the rest of the world be-
cause you can do precision everything,” 
Hake said. “You’ve learned how to apply 
product on a precision basis so you don’t 
waste product when you don’t need it. 
And you focus where you get the biggest 
bang for the buck. That’s a huge advan-
tage that you have.”

Beginning in the 1990s, farmers began 
customizing their production practices on 
a field-by-field basis. “Now that we have 
precision agriculture, you have the ability 
to customize production practices for each 
part of the field and each zone. And each 
zone is getting smaller and smaller. That’s a 
huge advantage you have,” Hake noted.

Cotton breeders are beginning to de-
velop stress tolerant varieties, thanks to 
remote sensors that allow them to mea-
sure how hot a plot is, how tall the plant 
is, or how fast the plant grows. 

(See Precision, Page 7)

Alabama playing
catch-up in crop
irrigation
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

The states of Alabama and Georgia of-
fer a study in contrast when it comes 

to irrigated cropland. 
It’s estimated that between 50 to 60 

percent or more of Georgia’s farmland 
is currently irrigated, the result of a pro-
gressive expansion that has occurred in 
recent decades. 

However, only about 150,000 acres are 
irrigated in Alabama, a number that defi-
nitely ranks it high on the list of “under-
irrigated” states.

But there are rumblings of change in 
Alabama. A state tax incentive from a 
couple of years ago is believed to have 
spurred some modest growth in irrigated 
cropland, and farmers appear to be more 
interested now in insuring themselves 
against the calamity of drought.

If there’s an advantage in Alabama’s ir-
rigation deficit, it’s that the state can look 
to its neighbors such as Georgia and learn 
from their mistakes, especially in the area 
of restrictions and regulations, which 
continue to evolve in most of the South-
eastern United States.

“Alabama should take advantage both 
of the mistakes and progress of neighbor-

(See Alabama, Page 8)

Planting date
often sets stage
for peanut diseases
By Paul L. Hollis
Farm Press Editorial Staff
phollis@farmpress.com

A cooler, rain-soaked spring in parts of 
the Southeast pushed peanut plant-

ing dates later than usual, a factor which 
can impact the type and incidence of dis-
ease growers experience throughout the 
remainder of the season.

“Planting dates definitely make a dif-
ference in peanut diseases, both in the 
type of disease you have and the pres-
sure,” says Austin Hagan, Auburn Uni-
versity Extension plant pathologist.

If you plant early, you’ll have less 
leafspot and less rust pressure, says 
Hagan. 

But if you have a field with a history 
of white mold disease, you’ll have more 
disease pressure when you plant from 
late April to the first of May. There’s also 
a higher risk of tomato spotted wilt virus, 
he adds, but with current varieties, the 
disease pressure to date is minimal, even 
in mid-April planted peanuts. 

“The later you plant, the more leafspot 
will intensify. Also, the later you plant, 

(See Weather, Page 6)
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